II
THE PROBLEM OF THE INTRODUCTION OF THE
LATERAN DECREES INTO ENGLAND AND
THEIR PROMULGATION IN PROVINCIAL
AND DIOCESAN SYNODS
IN the Lateran Decrees, then, the English bishops were
provided with an extensive and intensive programme
upon which their reform policy could, and should, be
based; for the decrees, issued as they were, at a General
Council through the mouth of the Holy Pontiff himself,
had the full force of law. Their enforcement in England,
down to the smallest detail, should surely have been a
matter of the strictest duty and not merely one of ex-
pediency. Clearly, however, the decrees could not be
observed and enforced unless the bishops and higher clergy
were fully acquainted with their text. Yet considerable
doubt exists as to the exact method of their introduction
into England, Although many of Innocent's letters have
been collected from different sources, the actual registers
for the years 1213-16 have been lost,1 and even if they still
existed it is doubtful whether they would have thrown any
light on the problem. Certain it is that the decrees were
known in England very soon after the Council, and appear
irom time to time in the many episcopal constitutions which
were so prominent a feature of diocesan administration in
the thirteenth century. Surprisingly few texts of this maxi-
mum et cekberrimum concilium still exist, there being only
about eight complete manuscript copies in England,2 In
itself perhaps this fact is not particularly significant, but
when compared with the numerous manuscripts of the
Council of Oxford in 1222 (some fifty or more manuscripts
are known) the number is strikingly smalL
It may be possible to attempt a solution of this problem
1  See R. L. Poole, Lectures on the History o*the Papal Chancery,
2  Nor do there appear to be many manuscripts in continental libraries.  See
A. Luchaire, * Innocent III et le quatrieme Concile deLatran' (Revue Histmqtu,
tome 97, Mars-Avril et Mai-Juin 1908).  For some of the English manuscripts
see Appendix A.
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